
  

 Vanishing Rainforests 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Over the next term Year 3 will be following a unit of work on a theme that focuses on ‘Vanishing 
Rainforests’.  

This unit of learning is part of the International Primary Curriculum. This curriculum sets out very 
clearly what children will learn in three different areas: 
 
Subject learning goals: Art, Geography, Health & Wellbeing, History, ICT, Music, PE, Science, and 
Design, Technology and Innovation. Maths and Language Arts connections are made to the units to 
encourage children to transfer and apply their learning.  
 
Personal Learning Goals –these are the individual qualities and attitudes that children should aim to 
demonstrate. (Adaptable, Collaborator, Communicator, Empathetic, Ethical, Resilient, Respectful, 
Thinker.)  The Personal Learning Goals are essential characteristics that responsible, global citizens 
will need in order to thrive and positively respond to the challenges societies are facing, both now 
and in the future.  
 
International Learning Goals – these help children develop as globally competent learners who have 
an interest in and wish to take action on local and global issues and challenges. The International 
Learning Goals promote engagement with multiple perspectives and various countries and cultures, 
including home, host and adopted countries. 

During this unit we will be focusing on:  

 
In Geography we’ll be learning about:  

• Locations of rainforests around the world  
• Products we use that come from the rainforest  
• What life is like for people who live in tropical rainforests   
• Changes to the rainforests over time  
• Causes of deforestation   
• What we can do to save, sustain and protect the rainforests.  

  
In Science, we’ll be learning about:  

• How plants get what they need to thrive in a rainforest  
• Rocks and soils  
• Different plants and animals in the rainforest  
• Photosynthesis and what plants do with water  
• Different types of leaves  
• Seed dispersal  
• Animal classification  
• Food chains in the rainforest  
• Animal adaptations in the rainforest.  
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In Art we’ll be learning about:  

• Using the rainforest as inspiration for prints  
• Identifying and using the elements of art.   

  
In Design, Technology and Innovation we’ll be learning about:  

• How to design a mask to represent an animal  
• Making a mask secure enough to wear for a dance.  

  
In International we’ll be learning about:   

• What organisations, charities and countries are doing to help sustain the rainforests   
• Choices we can make to support and help sustain the rainforest.   

  
In Music we’ll be learning about:  

• Creating the atmosphere of the rainforest through sound.  
  
In Physical Education we’ll be learning about:  

• Creating a rainforest dance.   
  
In I.C.T and Computing we’ll be learning about:  

• Designing and building quizzes.  
 

All the learning that will be taking place is designed to help your child achieve the identified learning 
goals. Children will be reading, researching, writing, illustrating and learning both on their own and 
in groups. In order to see how well your child has learned, we will be assessing them through 
particular activities and asking them to explain their thinking and new learning, perhaps to you. 
When appropriate, digital technology will be used as a tool to aid learning.  

We already know the interest you take in your child’s learning. Please discuss what happens in school 
with your child, in any of the languages you use in the home.  

By the end of the unit, we hope your child has achieved all the Learning Goals while enjoying their 
time in the classroom and engagement with the theme. If you have any comments or queries about 
the learning, please get in touch. 

 

Kind regards 

 
Year 3 Team 

 


