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IPC UNIT: EARTH AS AN ISLAND 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

Over the next few weeks those of us in Year 6 will be following a unit of work on a theme 
that focuses on islands all over the world. The unit is called Earth as an island. 

This unit of work is part of the International Primary Curriculum. This curriculum sets out 
very clearly what children will learn – the learning goals – in three different areas: 

1. The subjects of the curriculum – The learning goals for each of these subjects are at 
least as challenging as anything taught in the curriculum in your child’s own country. 
In many cases, the learning goals are more challenging. 

2. Personal development – The characteristics which will help children become more 
responsible, independent learners. 

3. International understanding – This will help children develop both a sense of the 
independence of their own country and culture and the interdependence between 
countries and cultures. 

Each unit of work is based around specific targets derived from the learning goals for one 
or more of the subjects. 

During this unit we will be focusing on Geography, Art, Technology, Music, Physical 
Education and International. 

In Geography, we’ll be finding out: 

• About the geographical features of islands 
• About the growth and development of islands over time, including capital cities 
• How human geography is impacting island life 
• How to relocate an island community, taking both human and physical 

geographical factors into consideration 
• How to use six-figure grid references 
• About a case study of an island developing as a trade and transport hub 

In Art, we’ll be finding out: 

• How to sketch aerial images of islands 
• About pop artists such as Andy Warhol, and how they created images 
• How to create our own simple prints 
• How to choose, mount and display images that we create 

In International, we’ll be finding out: 

• About the global development goals 
• About how our lives can affect the lives of others, including islanders 
• How plastics are impacting islands across the world 
• How we can moderate our behaviour to have a positive impact on the lives of 

others 
• How to share our learning with the wider community to affect change 

In Music, we’ll be finding out: 
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• About different genres of island music 
• How island music is created, and what makes it unique 

In Physical Education, we’ll be finding out: 

• How to follow an orienteering challenge relating to islands 
• How to follow an orienteering loop course 
• How to create an island-inspired dance 

In Technology, we’ll be finding out: 

• About the different food groups and their importance in our diets 
• How different foods come from different places, and why that is 
• How to keep safe when preparing food 
• How to prepare simple savoury dishes from islands around the world 
• How to plan, create and evaluate an island-inspired dish 

All of the work we are going to do has been specially written to help your child reach the 
learning goals. Children will be reading, researching, writing, illustrating, working on 
their own, in pairs and in groups. We will be checking to see how well your child has 
learned through particular activities and asking children to explain their work, perhaps 
to you. 

We already know the interest you take in your child’s work. If you can, please discuss 

with your child the work they are doing as the term progresses and let them teach you.  

Help your child to find out about islands around the world and how they are 

interconnected. You may wish to explore some of the geographical terms that the 

children will be learning about as part of this topic. Discuss islands that you may have a 

connection to and how global connections are increasing.  

If your child has some work to research, please help them, but without actually doing the 
work for them. If you have the chance to further their interest in the ideas of this theme 
please take it, but your enthusiasm and interest is most important. 

By the end of the unit, we hope your child has achieved all of the learning targets. We 
hope they have had an enjoyable time in the classroom, and that you will have enjoyed 
seeing your child work with enthusiasm. If you have any comments or questions about 
your child’s learning, please get in touch. 

 

Thanks, 

Mr Martin and the Year 6 team. 


