
Title of Unit: The Magic Toy Maker  

Subject: History  

Prior Knowledge: 
 History is incorporated into the 

Foundation Stage 

curriculum through 

children’s knowledge of 

past and present events 

 Know some similarities 

and differences between 

things in the past and now.  

Key Facts: 
 Every civilisation at any time in history made toys for children 

to play with. 

 Even though toys have changed throughout the ages, some 

toys have always been around but just look different now, such 

as dolls. 

 The way toys have changed over the centuries shows what 

materials people had to work with, such as stone, wood, clay, 

iron or plastic. 

 You can tell what era a toy came from by looking at what it 

was made from. 

 Toys don’t have to be complicated – if you can make a game 

from a piece of string, it’s a toy! 

 One of the oldest toys found in Britain is around 2,000 years 

old. 

 To find out what toys children played with in past times, you 

can visit a museum and look at the exhibits of old toys.  

 Just because a toy moves doesn’t mean it's modern – moving 

toys can have wheels and hinges instead of batteries. 

 You can also ask your parents and grandparents about the toys 

they played with, and which ones were their favourites. 

 Teddy bears were made in the early 1900s, and are named 

after Teddy Roosevelt, an American president. 

Key Vocabulary: 
 

Sequence – order events  

 

Historical – old, ancient  

 

Events – things that have 

happened  

 

Museum – a gallery   

 

Exhibit – display  

 

Compare  - match and 

liken  

 

Collection  - group 

 

Oldest  

 

Newest  

 

Time  

  

By the end of the unit you 

will know: 
 All about the world of toys and the role 

that they play in entertaining us, 

educating us, and stimulating our 

imagination.  

 As historians, we will be finding out 

about the ways in which toys have 

changed over time.  

 As scientists, we will be exploring the 

various materials that toys are made of.  

 As designers, we will be learning about 

the different stages of the toy-making 

process and creating our own board 

games.  



 

History Quiz 
Title of Unit: The Magic Toy Maker  

Question 1:  Can you 

name a toy made out of  

Start of Unit End of Unit  Question 2: Circle the old toys  

 Plastic   

 

   Start of Unit 

      

 Wood  

 

   End of Unit 

 

 Material   

 

   

 

 Start of Unit End of Unit 

Question 3: 

What were your grandparents and 

parents toys like?  

  

Question 4:  

What sort of playground games did 

children play in the past?  

  

Question 5: 

Can you name a type of material?  

  

 


