
 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 
3rd April 2020 
 
Dear Parent and Carers, 
 
I hope that this letter finds you and your families well.  We are now at the end of the second 
week of school closures and wider lock down.  For most of us, we are adjusting to the new 
normal but I know that for some this is a difficult time.  If you are experiencing any 
difficulties we have a specific email address which is monitored constantly.  This is for those 
experiencing financial difficulties, or who have concerns about safety and well-being, 
including behaviour. 
Stbarnabassupport@vantageacademies.co.uk 
 
We are continuing to provide provision for our most vulnerable children and those of key 
workers – this is now based at our sister school St James CE Primary in Gorton.  This will be 
available over the Easter holiday period including bank holidays and I want to thank those 
parents who are key workers but who have managed to work child care between them as 
this means I can protect more of my staff by having fewer in each week.  I also want to thank 
the staff who are taking their turn on the rota despite having their own families at home.  
Should you be a key worker and an emergency situation arises then please email  
stbarnabassupport@vantageacademies.co.uk by 10pm the night before and we will 
accommodate your needs. 
 
During the closure, staff have posted work on to our website 
https://stbarnabas.manchester.sch.uk/under the Learning> Home Learning tab.  There are 
plenty of acitivities which do not require technology.  We have had many requests about 
home learning and I need to be clear that the work posted is to support you if you want to 
do some home learning.  It is not intended to replace teaching at school and is consolidation 
of learning already carried out at school.  At this time, we have no intention of videoing 
lessons for children or delivering more home learning packs.  If you are finding it difficult to 
access the materials, can I suggest that your child keeps a diary of life in lock down 
(pictorially or in writing), that they access Bug Club an online reading platform which we 
launched in Ocotber and that they keep practicing their number bonds and timestables.  As 
we start the beginning of what should have been the Easter holidays – we will post on to the 
website some Easter activities to keep the children occupied. 
 
The staff are missing all of the St Barnabas superstars and we have made a short 
presentation, which has been emailed to you separately.  Sadly, it is too big to put on to the 
website.  We hope that this will remind the children that we think about them often and 
hope that they are all well. 
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For parents of children in Year 6, we are starting to get requests from secondary schools for 
information about the children.  If you have appealed successfully, please let us know and 
we can ensure that the correct school receives the correct information.  As I am sure you are 
aware, all statutory testing has been cancelled and therefore there will be no SATS.  We will 
be informing the secondary schools of children’s academic potential, strengths and talents. 
 
 
For those parents who have children starting in Reception or Nursery in September, 
Manchester LA who manage admissions to Reception on our behalf still intend, at this point, 
to make offers on 16th April.  We intend to make our Nursery offers immediately after this.  
Offers will be made via email so please check your email regularly so as not to miss any 
important information.   
 
 
Staffing news – sadly we are saying goodbye to Mrs Stoddart, who has secured an 
alternative job after the Easter holidays.  She has served the families of St Barnabas for 
many years and I am certain that you will join me in thanking her for her love, kindness and 
dedication.  We had hoped to give her a traditional St Barnanbas send off but this has not 
been possible in the current situation.  We wish her well for the future.   
 
 
As always, we are all still here for you albeit from a distance.  Please send in photographs of 
your children for us to share on Twitter or the website.  These can be photographs of them 
reading, writing, dancing, colouring, with their rainbows – anything they would like us to 
see.  Email them to stboffice@vantageacademies.co.uk. 
 
Stay well, stay safe and stay strong.  We hope to see you all very soon. 
 
 
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
Charmain May 
Principal 
 

mailto:stboffice@vantageacademies.co.uk

